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The Sexual Offenses Special Provisions Act: Prohibits FGM, 
anyone found guilty of said offense can be punished with up 
to 15 years of imprisonment or fined Sh. 300,000/= or both. 

A non-religious and non-political organization, NAFGEM is a 
legally registered NGO under the Societies Ordinance of 
1954.

Currently NAFGEM implements programs in the Moshi and 
Siha districts of the Kilimanjaro Region, and the Simanjiro 
and Kiteto Districts of the Manyara Region.

Timeline of Network Against Female Genital Mutilation in Tanzania



Female Genital Mutilation:
Procedures that intentionally alter or cause injury 

to the female genital organs for non-medical 
reasons. It is recognized internationally as a 
violation of women’s and girl's human rights

 (WHO, 2016)



Girls undergo the FGM 
ritual annually.

2Million

15Million
Women are victims.

70%
Current prevalence of 
FGM in parts of Northern 
Tanzania.

In Tanzania 



Prevalence of FGM in Tanzania

Country profile FGM in Tanzania. December 2013. 28 Too Many.org http://www.28toomany.
org/media/file/profile/CountryProfile_Tanzania_2013_Compressed.pdf



1. Clitoridectomy: partial or total 
removal of clitoris.

2. Excision: partial or total removal of 
clitoris and labia minora, with or 
without excision of labia majora.

3. Infibulation: narrowing vaginal 
opening through cutting and 
repositioning the labia minora or 
majora with or without excision of 
clitoris.

4. Unclassified: includes all other 
harmful procedures to genitalia. 
Including but not limited to: pricking 
piercing, incising, stretching, 
cauterizing, and scraping of clitoris 
and surrounding tissue. 

Forms of FGM

(WHO, 2016)



The need to control a 
woman’s sexual 
desires

Misconceptions about 
the cleanliness of 
female genitalia

Beliefs that harm 
will befall a family 
whose girls are not 
circumcised.

BELIEVING THAT fgm is  
THE CURE TO 
BACTERIAL/FUNGAL 
DISEASES (LAWALAWA)

NECESSITATING THAT 
A GIRL UNDERGO FGM 
TO BE SUITABLE  FOR 
MARRIAGE

A desire to REtain 
gender identity (BELIEFS 
THAT THE CLITORIS WILL 
KILL A MAN DURING 
INTERCOUSE) 

Motives 
behind fgm



FGM has no health benefits. It enacts serious and irreversible 
physical, social, and psychological effects on victims.  (WHO, 2016)

Immediate complications:

-Severe pain
-Hemorrhaging
- Increased risk of infections 
(HIV/AIDS & tetanus)
- Delayed wound healing
-Shock 

DEATH

Long term implications:

-Urinary problems, -
Vaginal problems 
(increased infections), -
Menstrual issues
-Discomfort during sexual 
intercourse
-Increased risk of 
childbirth complications  
(fistula, infant mortality)
-Psychological issues 
(depression & PTSD)

Increased 
Morbidity & 

Mortality



Target groups:
Our main focus ARE the grassroots communities who 

believe in, and carry on with the practice of FGM AND 
CHILD MARRIAGES.  It is here that the socio-cultural 

mechanisms to implement change interweave  between 
community based organizations, NGOs, traditional and 

government institutions.  These entities are then 
targeted as entry points and partners.



Funding
NAFGEM’s work is carried out with funds received from 

member fees. Dues, grants, subscriptions, and 
donations from friends and supporters.

For more information, please contact:
The executive coordinator

Network against female genital mutilation (nafgem)
P.o. boc 6413, moshi Tanzania

tel./fax (+255) 027 2755652

nafgemtanzania@gmail.com
www.nafgemtanzania.org
www.facebook.com/nafgem

Terre des Femmes, 
Germany

Foundation For Civil 
Society, Tanzania

Equity Now, Nairobi 
and New York

Misereor
Comic Relief, United 

Kingdom
The Finnish Embassy

World Education/USAID

Mattera
Network Rafael

Newfield Foundation, 
United States

Schinzler Foundation
Support for Women and 

Children
Opel Foundation
Zonta Cologne

The Japanese Embassy

mailto:nafgemtanzania@gmail.com
mailto:nafgemtanzania@gmail.com
http://www.nafgemtanzania.org
http://www.nafgemtanzania.org
http://www.facebook.com/nafgem
http://www.facebook.com/nafgem


Get Involved 
Volunteer:

-Assist girls at the safe house with 
homework & business/ vocational 

skills

-office work, marketing fieldwork 
and research

-Find more information online at 
nafgemtanzania.org

Stay Connected:
-Visit our facebook page : www.

facebook.com/nafgem

-Follow us on Twitter: 
@NAFGEMTanzania

-Subscribe to our Newsletter 
and visit our website:

www.nafgemtanzania.org

Donate:
Our programs depend mainly 

from donations from 
institutions and friends from 

all over the world.
-If you wish to contribute 
please visit our website for 

more information. Your 
generosity is greatly 

appreciated. 

http://www.facebook.com/nafgem
http://www.facebook.com/nafgem
http://www.facebook.com/nafgem
http://www.nafgemtanzania.org
http://www.nafgemtanzania.org


Program Board



Empowering women with vocational skills is an important aspect of our program.  The pictures below are 
examples of what the girls make to generate income for themselves. If you are interested in purchasing, 
please communicate your interest to a staff member.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  



“Many little people in many small places, undertaking many modest actions can transform the world”  -
African Proverb



notes:
Pamphlet will feature:

-what is FGM- effects and causes, current situation in Tanzania

- what NAFGEM has done

- what they still need and hope to do in the future


